
 

 

 

 

Federation Colour Run Update 
It has been a couple of weeks since the Colour Run so I hope the orange colour has disappeared 
from all scalps and fingernails.  It was a fantastic afternoon - and finally, the weather was kind to 
us and the sun shone for the whole event.  There were three different parts to the event; mindful 
music with chalk art and friendship bracelet making on the MUGA, an obstacle course and penalty 
shootout on the yard with the main event on the field.  It's fair to say that there weren't too many 
clean participants!  The activities were designed for the children to show our 8 different ENRICHED 
values and the children certainly demonstrated them in style.  A little added note to say thank you 
to all the parents, carers, family and friends of the children for sponsoring them for the event.  
Please could we ask that sponsorship money is sent to the Federation office before Friday 27th 
October so that we can total the amount and let you know how much has been raised.  Something 
to look out for ... photos of the event will be posted on SeeSaw in the next week! 
 
Football Celebrations 
Well done to our two school football teams who 
have been competing in the Go Well League at 
Whitworth Park Academy for the past 4 weeks. 
After some impressive goals and performances, our 
Yellow team managed to get a draw tonight which 
helped them secure a 6th place finish. Meanwhile, 
our Blue team managed two victories tonight to 
claim 3rd place and take home the bronze medals. 
Over the last 4 weeks, we have noticed massive 
improvements in both teams. We can see players 
beginning to gel and build some chemistry, which 
bodes well for future tournaments. Well done to 
everyone, and thank you to the parents and carers 
for your support! 
 
Primary Book Fair 
Next week, we will be hosting a Scholastic Book Fair in school, and we are excited to welcome this 
event back after a number of years away. Since our last fair, we have made some changes to how we 
organise and run the event, mainly that all books can be ordered and paid for online using the link 
or QR code that will be provided. Further details about how to do this and the times when 
parents/carer can pop in to visit the book fair, will be coming home via a separate letter tonight. 
 
Primary School Photographer 
The school photographer will be visiting school on Tuesday 24th October. If you would like a family 
photograph including pre-school children, please come to the school hall for 8.15am. If you would like 
a family photograph including children from different classes, please let us know before 9.00am on 
Tuesday 24th October.  
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Meal Bookings  
There is an exciting new lunch menu starting after half term. The full menu can be found on our 
website: https://www.ox-close.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/140/2023/10/Chartwells-North-Eats-
AW23-Menu-with-JP-S-Selection-Meat-Ox-Close.pdf Bookings will open on Arbor from Monday 
16th October 2023 - please log in and make bookings for your child. Thank you for your continued 
support. Please note that this menu starts after the half term break on Monday 6th November.  
 
Children in Need - Pyjamas for Pudsey - Friday 17th November 
It's getting closer to the time of year where we think about children across the world who need some 
help and support for many different reasons.  Children in Need is a way for us to help the children 
in our community if we can.  Over the past few years, we have asked for donations of food bank 
items - this has proved so successful in the past, our local food back at St Paul's Church is always 
so very grateful of the donations. Items which work best for food banks include toiletries (e.g. 
toothbrushes and toothpaste, sanitary products), unperishable food (e.g. tinned, dried packets), baby 
products (e.g. formula milk, jars of food) and household items (e.g. washing up liquid, toilet rolls).  
This year, we would like you to bring an item in exchange for being able to wear Pyjamas for Pudsey.  
You can wear pyjamas, slippers, onesies, oodies or lounge 
wear - whatever you are most comfortable in.  The only 
thing we would ask you to check is that you can still play 
outside in your footwear and that you can still go to the 
toilet!  We always enjoy this day across the Federation but 
it is important for you to know how your donations help 
your local community.  Maybe you would like to visit a 
local food bank to donate items other than through 
Children in Need.  Maybe you already do.  It would be 
lovely if you were to share this on SeeSaw.   You can 
follow this link if  you would like to find out more : 
https://durham.foodbank.org.uk/  
 
Parking and Traffic 
The vast majority of parents park responsibly if they use the car to transport their children to school. 
Unfortunately, we have had some reports recently of some parents and carers who have parked 
dangerously, very close to the Reception and KS1 gate. Parking is not permitted in this area for 
obvious reasons and everyone has a responsibility to keep the children safe. It is important that 
everyone adheres to this in the best interests of all of the children and other adults. Thank you for 
your support and consideration. 
 
Parent/Carer Consultation Evenings 
It has been great to welcome parents and carers in to Nursery and School this week to discuss how 
the children have settled in to their new classes and also the progress they are making in lessons. 
Working with you all is very important to us and we look forward to seeing you at other events 
throughout the year. If anyone was unable to attend, please contact the Federation Office to arrange 
a time to speak to speak to your  teacher.  
 
Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers 
 

Year 1 Fern S Year 4 Seb A 
Year 2 Sophie S Year 5 Luca S 
Year 3 Isabella W Year 6 Scarlett W 
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Attendance 
Overall attendance for the week is 96% and the Year Group with the highest attendance is Year 4 
with 98.3%. The overall school attendance for the academic year is 96%.  
 
Punctuality 
The Primary starts at 8:45am. Please ensure that your child is at school on time so that they do not 
miss out on any learning. This week, we have had 430 late minutes  this is a huge amount of lost 
learning time. 
 
Dates for the Diary  
 

Monday 23rd October OCF Halloween Party 

Tuesday 24th October Nursery  Butterflies Stay and Play 

Tuesday 24th October Primary  Photograph Day 

Friday 27th October Halloween Fancy Dress Day 

Friday 27th October  
11am  AM Children 

2pm  All Day and PM Children 
Spooky Storytelling 

Friday 27th October 3:15pm  School closes for Half Term 

Monday 27th November PD Day  Nursery and School Closed 

Friday 1st December Nursery  Santa Stay and Play Workshop 

Wednesday 6th December 10am and 2:30pm Reception Nativity 

Monday 11th December 10am and 5pm Year 3/4 Carol Concert 

Tuesday 12th December 10am and 5pm Year 1/2 Christmas Show 

Wednesday 13th December 10am and 2pm Nursery Christmas Songs 

Thursday 14th December 10am and 5pm Year 5/6 Christmas Show 

Tuesday 19th December 
3:15pm  Nursery and School close for 

Christmas 

Thursday 4th January 2024 Children back to Nursery and School 



 

 

 
Safeguarding Update 
This week, we have celebrated World Mental Health Day and raised awareness of the importance of 
sharing worries and looking after our wellbeing. Below are 12 top tips to support mental wellbeing  
both children and adults can take part in these activities.  
 



 

 

 

Class Spotlight  Reception 
 

 


