
 

 

 

 

Primary School Photographer  Tuesday 24th October 
The school photographer will be visiting school on Tuesday 24th October. If you would like a family 
photograph including pre-school children, please come to the school hall for 8.15am.  
 
Nursery Butterflies Stay and Play  Tuesday 24th October 
On Tuesday 24th October, parents and carers of our Butterfly children are invited to come along and 
join their child for a stay and play session. This will include a time to speak to Mrs Reames and 
Mrs Phillips about some of the areas of development we are working on in Nursery and how you can 
support your child at home. Tea and coffee will be provided. You will then have the opportunity to 
access the Butterflies room with your child, where you will be able to decorate a biscuit with your 
child and access the room with them. If your child does not usually attend on a Tuesday, you are 
still welcome to attend from 9am / 12:45pm. Bookings are now open on Arbor for you to book your 
preferred time slot and make a small contribution towards this session. We really look forward to 

seeing many of you there.  

  
Nursery Spooky Storytelling  Friday 27th October 
Main Nursery Event (Ladybirds, Bumblebees, Grasshoppers, Dragonflies) 

On Friday 27th October, we are inviting parents / carers into Nursery to join us for our Halloween 
Spooky Storytelling. We would love to invite children to come to Nursery dressed up in a Halloween 

costume on this day, if they would like to.  Children will be able to decorate a biscuit, make a 

Halloween decoration and then enjoy a Halloween themed story.  Parents will be invited to join us 
from 11am or 2pm. Bookings are now open on Arbor for you to book your preferred time slot and 

make a small contribution towards this session. We really look forward to welcoming you all into 

Nursery for this event.  
 
Primary Halloween Dress Up Day  Friday 27th October 
We are in the process of further developing our sensory room and nurture provision. In 
order to raise funds, we will be hosting a  Dress Up  on Friday 27th 
October. There will also be Halloween themed activities in classes throughout the day 
for your child to take part in. To support us with this venture, we are asking for a 
voluntary £1 donation which can be paid in cash on the day. Any funds raised will be 
used to support our sensory and wellbeing provision, which can be accessed by our 
children within school.  
 
Traffic and Parking 
Recently, we have had an increase in incidents and complaints about inconsiderate parking and 
traffic incidents. Please can you ensure that you park considerately when dropping off and collecting 
children. You may have noticed that local PCSOs have also been patrolling to try and support with 
this. They have asked that we remind you not to park on the zig zag lines  this is an enforceable 
offence with fines of £30. 
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Reception and Nursery - Spare Clothes 
Particularly at the beginning of the year. we have a lot of children who have toileting accidents 
whilst they are at school. Unfortunately, we have now run out spare trousers / tights for our children, 
in both settings. Please could we ask that if your child has been sent home in spare clothing, that 

this is washed and returned to us as soon as possible.  Please could we also ask that all children are 
sent with some spare clothing in their bag, so that we are quickly able to change them and ensure 
they are comfortable, should they have an accident at Nursery or School. Any donations of clothing / 

underwear that is no longer needed at home would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.  
 
Children's Leadership Team 
Our wonderful Children's Leadership Team have been busy recently. Sofia, our Children's Champion, 
did an amazing job with her presentation which promoted attendance last week.  Miss Simpson is also 
busy working on an exciting project with the whole team. Mr Harrison has met with the team and 
they have produced a Children's Charter.  The children are producing art work to accompany the 
charter and we look forward to sharing the finished product soon. 
 
Meal Bookings  
There is an exciting new lunch menu starting after half term. The full menu can be found on our 
website: https://www.ox-close.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/140/2023/10/Chartwells-North-Eats-
AW23-Menu-with-JP-S-Selection-Meat-Ox-Close.pdf Bookings will open on Arbor from Monday 
16th October 2023 - please log in and make bookings for your child. Thank you for your continued 
support. Please note that this menu starts after the half term break on Monday 6th November.  
 
Children in Need - Pyjamas for Pudsey - Friday 17th November 
It's getting closer to the time of year where we think about children across the world who need some 
help and support for many different reasons.  Children in Need is a way for us to help the children 
in our community if we can.  Over the past few years, we have asked for donations of food bank 
items - this has proved so successful in the past, our local food back at St Paul's Church is always 
so very grateful of the donations. Items which work best for food banks include toiletries (e.g. 
toothbrushes and toothpaste, sanitary products), unperishable food (e.g. tinned, dried packets), baby 
products (e.g. formula milk, jars of food) and household items (e.g. washing up liquid, toilet rolls).  
This year, we would like you to bring an item in exchange for being able to wear Pyjamas for Pudsey.  
You can wear pyjamas, slippers, onesies, oodies or lounge 
wear - whatever you are most comfortable in.  The only 
thing we would ask you to check is that you can still play 
outside in your footwear and that you can still go to the 
toilet!  We always enjoy this day across the Federation but 
it is important for you to know how your donations help 
your local community.  Maybe you would like to visit a 
local food bank to donate items other than through 
Children in Need.  Maybe you already do.  It would be 
lovely if you were to share this on SeeSaw.   You can 
follow this link if  you would like to find out more : 
https://durham.foodbank.org.uk/  
 
Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers 
 

Year 1 Murphy K Year 4 Joe B 
Year 2 Kyle E Year 5 Katie C 
Year 3 Lacy G Year 6 Chael F 

 

https://www.ox-close.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/140/2023/10/Chartwells-North-Eats-AW23-Menu-with-JP-S-Selection-Meat-Ox-Close.pdf
https://www.ox-close.durham.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/140/2023/10/Chartwells-North-Eats-AW23-Menu-with-JP-S-Selection-Meat-Ox-Close.pdf
https://durham.foodbank.org.uk/


 

 

 
Attendance 
Overall attendance for the week is 97% and the Year Group with the highest attendance is Reception 
with 99.3%. The overall school attendance for the academic year is 96.1%.  
 
Punctuality 
The Primary starts at 8:45am. Please ensure that your child is at school on time so that they do not 
miss out on any learning. This week, we have had 668 late minutes  this is a huge amount of lost 
learning time. 
 
Dates for the Diary  
 

Monday 23rd October OCF Halloween Party 

Tuesday 24th October Nursery  Butterflies Stay and Play 

Tuesday 24th October Primary  Photograph Day 

Friday 27th October Halloween Fancy Dress Day 

Friday 27th October  
11am  AM Children 

2pm  All Day and PM Children 
Spooky Storytelling 

Friday 27th October 3:15pm  School closes for Half Term 

Monday 6th November 8:40am  Reopen following Half Term 

Tuesday 21st November Nursery  Photograph Day 

Monday 27th November PD Day  Nursery and School Closed 

Friday 1st December Nursery  Santa Stay and Play Workshop 

Wednesday 6th December 10am and 2:30pm Reception Nativity 

Monday 11th December 10am and 5pm Year 3/4 Carol Concert 

Tuesday 12th December 10am and 5pm Year 1/2 Christmas Show 

Wednesday 13th December 10am and 2pm Nursery Christmas Songs 

Thursday 14th December 10am and 5pm Year 5/6 Christmas Show 

Tuesday 19th December 
3:15pm  Nursery and School close for 

Christmas 

Thursday 4th January 2024 Children back to Nursery and School 



 

 

 
Safeguarding Update  Facebook 
 

 



 

 

 
Class Spotlight  5/6T 
 
 

 


