
 

 

 

 

 

Sharing the Love of Reading 

This week’s newsletter has reading as a theme, something which is a top priority to us at Ox Close. This Valentines Day, 

Wednesday 14th February, we will be sharing the love of reading in school through an exciting day of planned activities. 

Check out the information poster below for all of the information.  

 
 

Phonics at Reading in Key Stage One 

On Tuesday 27th February at 5pm, Year 1 parents are invited to attend a Phonics Screening Check Information session. 

We will discuss the key aspects of our phonics teaching, the assessment process and answer any questions you may 

have. We will also be inviting parents and carers of all children in Year 1 and Year 2 into school week commencing 11th 

March to participate in phonics and reading workshops with your children. More details will follow next week.  
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Reading in Key Stage Two 

As you will be aware, reading plays a huge role within our school, and we strive to ensure that all of our families are as 

engaged and enthusiastic about reading as possible. To give parents/carers more of an insight into how we teach 

reading in school, we invite you to join us for a short workshop after half term to explore this with your child. 

 

To be able to accommodate as many people as possible, the dates for each of our KS2 groups are shown below.  

The sessions will run on the following dates and times: 

 

3/4D – Miss Day Monday 4th March 9:05am – 10:05am 

3/4P – Mrs Payne Tuesday 5th March 9:05am – 10:05am 

3/4W – Mr Webb Thursday 7th March 9:05am – 10:05am 

Year 5 Wednesday 6th March 9:05am – 10:05am 

Year 6 Wednesday 6th March 9:05am – 10:05am 

 

Within these workshops, there will be a carousel of activities going on at various points around the school, and we invite 

the children to move between these to give you all a true sense of how reading is embedded at Ox Close. Staff will be 

on hand to answer any questions and Mrs Shepherd will meet you all in the hall for a short introduction before the 

sessions begin. 

 

We look forward to seeing as many of you there as possible. If you are unable to attend, please do not worry, as all 

children will still access the activities on offer. 

 

Online Safety Week 

Next week, we will be raising awareness of the importance of Online Safety and 

celebrating Safer Internet Day on Tuesday 6th February. Mr Crowther, our 

Computing and Online Safety Lead, will be launching the week with a special 

assembly on Monday morning and has written a letter to you all to let you 

know about all of the exciting activities that are planned for the children.  

 

Change to Gate Opening Time 

As mentioned in the newsletter last week, we have extended the period of time for children to arrive at school on a 

morning. Gates now open from 8:35am and children have until 8:45am to arrive at school. If any child arrives after 8:45am, 

they will be marked as late on the register. We hope that extending the opening period of the gate will reduce the number 

of children who are rushing and late for school.  

 

Meals – Tuesday 13th February – Pancake Day 

We will be celebrating Pancake Day by offering pancakes as the dessert for the meal on Tuesday 13th February.  

The meal choices on this day are: 

• All Day Breakfast 

• All Day Vegetarian breakfast 

• Jacket Potato with a choice of topping 

• Selection of sandwiches. 

 If you would like to book a meal for this day, please log onto Arbor and make the booking through the Meals section. 

 

Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers 

 

Reception Emmie C Year 4 Elliott L 

Year 1 Reece M Year 5 Aria H 

Year 2 Nevaeh N Year 6 Emmie-Jay T 

Year 3 Matthew B   

 

  



 

 

 

Attendance 

Overall attendance for the week is 93.8% and the Year Group with the highest attendance 

is Year 1 with 98.6%. The overall school attendance for the academic year is 95.2%.  

 

Punctuality 

The Primary starts at 8:45am, with the gates opening from the new time of 8:35am. Please 

ensure that your child is at school on time so that they do not miss out on any learning. 

This week, we have had 379 late minutes – this is a huge amount of lost learning time and 

we are really hoping to reduce this with the extended gate opening time. 

 

 

Dates for the Diary  

 

Wednesday 14th February Share the Love of Reading Day 

Wednesday 14th February  2:15pm - Reception - Cuddle up with a Book 

Thursday 15th February 2024  AM and PM - Nursery - Butterflies Stay and Play 

Friday 16th February 3:15pm – Close for February Half Term 

Monday 26th February 8:40am – Children return to Nursery and School 

Tuesday 27th February 5pm – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Parent Session 

Monday 4th March 9:05am – 10:05am – 3/4D Reading Workshop 

Monday 4th March 2pm - Reception - Mother’s Day Crafts 

Tuesday 5th March 9:05am – 10:05am – 3/4P Reading Workshop 

Wednesday 6th March 9:05am – 10:05am – Y5 and Y6 Reading Workshop 

Thursday 7th March 9:05am – 10:05am – 3/4W Reading Workshop 

Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th, Wednesday 20th 

and Thursday 21st March 
Primary – Parent/Carer Consultations 

Tuesday 19th March Year 4 Visit to Whitworth Park Academy 

Monday 25th March 2pm - Reception - Egg Decorating 

Thursday 28th March 2pm - Nursery Easter Bonnet Parade 

Thursday 28th March 3:15pm – Close for Easter Break 

Monday 15th April 8:40am – Children return to Nursery and School 

 

  

  



 

 

Safeguarding Update 
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