
 

 

 

Amazing Half Term 

What a great start to 2024! The children have worked very hard and made great progress across 

the half term. Well done to each and every one of you. Keep it up next half term! There have 

been lots of exciting lessons taking place across the Federation and it has been great to see the 

children enthralled in these. We have also held special events such as Online Safety Week and 

our Share the Love of Reading event. Thank you to the staff for your continued efforts to create 

the best possible learning experiences for the children. Thank you to parents/carers for your 

support too - it is very much appreciated. Included below are some of our events planned for 

the next half term to give you as much notice as possible. We hope you all have a fabulous half 

term break and look forward to seeing you on Monday 26th February. 

 

World Book Day – Thursday 7th March 
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Marie Curie Day - Thursday 21st March 

As you know, Marie Curie is one of our House namesakes at Ox Close, helping us to develop 

our understanding of the value of Empathy.  We would like to invite you all to take part in Go 

Yellow Day on Thursday 21st March to raise money for the Marie Curie charity which provides 

expert hospice care for those in need.  We would like the children to come to school in non-

school uniform wearing something yellow - this could be simply a yellow stripe on a t-shirt or 

yellow from head to toe!  (If yellow is not your colour, another bright colour would be great 

too!)   

If you would like to donate to the Marie Curie charity for this event, please follow the link below:  

https://donate.mariecurie.org.uk/ 

 

Nursery Easter Bonnet Parade – Thursday 28th March 

Details about the Easter Bonnet Parade have been sent out through Arbor today. Please be aware that we have now 

allocated two time slots for this event, 11am and 2pm. Please remember to book the time slot that you would like to 

attend so that we can ensure we are able to accommodate all parents. Thank you.  

 

Parking 

We have had some concerns raised by local residents about inconsiderate parking, particularly in the Wood Vue area. 

We fully realise how busy surrounding areas become at drop off and pick up times but we would appreciate it if people 

could be considerate of the residents when parking. 

 

Uniform Update 

We continue to notice that a few of our children have items of clothing, jewellery and beauty that are not acceptable in 

school.  Please can you ensure children are following the guidelines below: 

Shoes – these should be black. We have had lots of brightly coloured shoes appear in recent weeks.  

Jewellery - children can wear one stud in each ear but this must be removed for PE lessons. Children can also wear a 

watch; however, this must not be an electronic device.   

Hair Styles - children must have an appropriate hair style. Long hair is allowed but we have the right to ask for this to be 

tied up. Examples of inappropriate and unsuitable styles include use of tramlines, patterns shaved into the hair and brightly 

coloured hair.   

Nails - must be kept hygienic, a safe length and not have nail polish on or acrylic nail extensions. This is for health and 

safety reasons. If children are not following this, parents will be informed and they will not be allowed to complete activities 

that are deemed unsafe such as PE until the nails have been removed.   

Make Up - should not be worn by the children.   

 

Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers 

 

Reception George T Year 4 Toby S 

Year 1 Sienna R Year 5 Charlie A 

Year 2 Brooklyn B Year 6 Alba J 

Year 3 Harry P   

 

 

Attendance 

Overall attendance for the week is 93.4% and the Year Group with the highest attendance is 

Year 5 with 95.5%. The overall school attendance for the academic year is 95%.  

 

Punctuality 

The Primary starts at 8:45am, with the gates opening from the new time of 8:35am. Please 

ensure that your child is at school on time so that they do not miss out on any learning. This 

week, we have had 586 late minutes – this is a huge amount of lost learning time and we 

are really hoping to reduce this with the extended gate opening time. 

 

 

  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdonate.mariecurie.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ca.bowden102%40oxclosespennymoor.uk%7Ce9bacb2a7e324b335e1208dc2c76c77b%7C45dfff5283644d73bf3a8f98bdf10d87%7C0%7C0%7C638434135855610393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vznqT6V3dQ9wOxf9103DbQ7xixAap9YwZmH3s%2BkxgPg%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

Safeguarding Update – Apps – Age Ratings 

Social Media is one of the most popular aspects of the internet, and with the amount of apps available for download 

increasing constantly, keeping young people safe online has never been more important. We thought it would be useful 

to share with you the age ratings for popular apps: 

 

 
 

Dates for the Diary  

 

Friday 16th February 3:15pm – Close for February Half Term 

Monday 26th February 8:40am – Children return to Nursery and School 

Tuesday 27th February 5pm – Year 1 Phonics Screening Check Parent Session 

Monday 4th March 9:05am – 10:05am – 3/4D Reading Workshop 

Monday 4th March 2pm - Reception - Mother’s Day Crafts 

Tuesday 5th March 9:05am – 10:05am – 3/4P Reading Workshop 

Wednesday 6th March 9:05am – 10:05am – Y5 and Y6 Reading Workshop 

Thursday 7th March 9:05am – 10:05am – 3/4W Reading Workshop 

Thursday 14th March 9:00am – 10:00am – Y1 and Y2 Reading Workshop 

Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th, Wednesday 20th 

and Thursday 21st March 
Primary – Parent/Carer Consultations 

Tuesday 19th March Year 4 Visit to Whitworth Park Academy 

Monday 25th March 2pm - Reception - Egg Decorating 

Thursday 28th March 11am and 2pm - Nursery Easter Bonnet Parade 

Thursday 28th March 3:15pm – Close for Easter Break 

Monday 15th April 8:40am – Children return to Nursery and School 
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