
 

 

 

Polling Station – Federation Closed – Thursday 2nd May 

I emailed via Arbor yesterday to inform you that the Federation will be closed on Thursday 2nd May 2024. The Local 

Electoral Service have decided to use Ox Close Federation as a Polling Station. This is a decision that has been 

challenged strongly by myself and Pam Sneath, Chair of Governors. We have also had support with this challenge from 

local Councillors.  However, despite this, we have been overruled and therefore, the Federation will be closed on this day 

- both Nursery and Primary. This is due to safeguarding and health and safety reasons. We apologise for the 

inconvenience that this will cause and also the disruption to your child’s education. 

 

Nursery Farm Trip – Monday 18th March 

The Nursery are very excited about visiting Hall Hill Farm on Monday. If you have booked a place on the bus, please 

meet at Nursery at 9am. The bus is due to depart at 9:15am from school. We are sure this will be a wonderful experience 

for our children and have everything crossed for some nice dry weather but please do bring warm, waterproof clothing 

with you! For those who are meeting us there, pleas arrive at the farm at 10am and meet the nursery staff so that we can 

then let you know which group you will be in for the day.  

 

Year 1/2 Visit to the Spanish Gallery 

On Tuesday, our Year 1 and 2 children visited the Spanish Gallery which is part of The Auckland Project in Bishop 

Auckland. We enjoyed exploring the range of artwork within the gallery and participated in a range of practical art 

activities including: sketching still life compositions, colour mixing to create secondary colours from primary colours and 

then painting with them and mark making tasks. The staff and volunteers at the gallery commented on how impressed 

they were with our children’s art knowledge which was lovely to hear. 

 

Marie Curie Day - Thursday 21st March 

As you know, Marie Curie is one of our House namesakes at Ox Close, helping us to develop 

our understanding of the value of Empathy.  We would like to invite you all to take part in Go 

Yellow Day on Thursday 21st March to raise money for the Marie Curie charity which provides 

expert hospice care for those in need.  We would like the children to come to school in non-

school uniform wearing something yellow - this could be simply a yellow stripe on a t-shirt or 

yellow from head to toe!  (If yellow is not your colour, another bright colour would be great 

too!)   

On the day, we will have daffodil badges for sale, with all proceeds going to Marie Curie. There will be donation buckets 

on each school entrance and children can bring a small donation with them to school. 

If you would like to donate to the Marie Curie charity for this event, please follow the link below:  

https://donate.mariecurie.org.uk/ 

 

Reception Egg Decorating – Monday 25th March 

On Monday 25th March, parents are invited to join reception children from 2pm in the school hall to decorate a boiled 

egg for our Easter egg competition. We will provide paints and glue but we would encourage you to talk to your child 

about how they might like to decorate their egg and bring with you any specific resources that they require. We look 

forward to welcoming you in for this lovely event.  

There is no charge for this event but if you will be attending, please could you book a place through the Shop on Arbor 

so that we know which children to bring over to the school hall. Thank you. 
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Nursery Easter Bonnet Parade – Thursday 28th March 

Details about the Easter Bonnet Parade have been sent out through Arbor today. Please be aware that we have now 

allocated two time slots for this event, 11am and 2pm. Please remember to book the time slot that you would like to 

attend so that we can ensure we are able to accommodate all parents. Thank you.  

 

Weekly Class Charts Top Scorers 

 

Reception Emmie C Year 4 Thomas P 

Year 1 Ashton S Year 5 Eli W 

Year 2 Oliver R Year 6 Lily-May H 

Year 3 Joseph R   

 

 

Attendance 

Overall attendance for the week is 94.7% and the Year Group with the highest attendance 

is Year 1 with 95.9%. The overall school attendance for the academic year is 95.1%.  

 

Punctuality 

The Primary starts at 8:45am, with the gates opening from the new time of 8:35am. 

Please ensure that your child is at school on time so that they do not miss out on any 

learning.  

 

 

Dates for the Diary  

 

Monday 18th, Tuesday 19th, Wednesday 20th 

and Thursday 21st March 
Primary – Parent/Carer Consultations 

Tuesday 19th March Year 4 Visit to Whitworth Park Academy 

W/C 25th March Easter Activities 

Monday 25th March 2pm - Reception - Egg Decorating 

Thursday 28th March Primary – Non-Uniform Day 

Thursday 28th March 11am and 2pm - Nursery Easter Bonnet Parade 

Thursday 28th March 3:15pm – Close for Easter Break 

Monday 15th April 8:35am – Children return to Nursery and School 

Thursday 2nd May Federation Closed – Polling Station 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Safeguarding Update – Healthy Sleep Patterns 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Class News – 5/6R 

 


